
B. O. COLTON. JR.

WATER COMMIE9IONER

LAKE FORK. UINTAH. WHITEROCKS RIVERS

MYTON. UTAH June 12, L93l. JUN i5 1931

rrr t\imrr'r O{icr

Mr. George M. Bacon
State Engineer
SaLt La.ke City' Utah

Dear Sir:

I a.m pleased to have the opportunlty of answering-
your 

"ommniti-cation 
of June lqt, relatlve to the complalnt

ir"Or by Mr. C. A. Thompson of Lapoint, colry of which you
lnclosed with vour Letter.

The droutL condltlon here ls much the same as else-
where. I[ater shortage is very acute. _ Many croi]g.have

"ot-tr,a a first lrri[ation as yelr o.rd may i:o! get one,
unl_ess we are blessed wtth a, good storm period..

The flow of the streams, meagre as it is, is being
distri'buted a.s fairly as possible to the various interesis
in titu ord.er of iirefi pribrlties. The Indian, or "gov rrn-
r""ili 1and.s hive prlcr- right under the Court Decree and

":..o in order of iifing ii your offlce, vrith lhe sluile
Si"Epiio;-;i- th; tiniufi ni"6"-irrigatlon Co. (irtorlpt -canal)

;hi;fi-preceoeo th; Indian f ilings-ilitrr-rile N9. J14 f or 2,

".". fi. tfr" water ls distributed to Indla.n lands a,s ';'e11

;;-io-nif otfr""s on their reported _i111gated o.cr€d.gesr--1"-igiO it wae d'lvided 
-on the 1929 trcrop rgPor!-sil

a.nd we :rr€ stiif- using that basis for present dlstribution'
gl"tks ha.ve been sent-out for another report, whlch is to
Ce filed. wlth the commissioner by June ltth'

On the O"V--of 
-l4i. 

fnompson"" "itt',t""tie*iionrr (Tlt 28th)
tne Wfrftero.:ks'River was f l-owing 120 s€c'- ft ' r-at tl"
U. S. G. S. gu-gitg station abovE all canaLs' (Except tbe
ilu"iro" pitc[--aOO acres). Beglnning nith the upi.rer diver-
slons the several canals were draw-i{rg water as foLlowsi

U. S. Wr,iie"oc[s (inolan.Cana1)- ]! "{"'Farm creek (f nOie'.n Canal) 19 cls'
I{hiterocks--0,-,"ay Valtey Ca'na'l 12 cf 8'
u. s. u"|p c;;;[', (i;ai; o-d,.tr"r ) none ( canal broken)
Moffat Ca-na1 Z).,cfe'
Colorado Park Canal 9e ci so

Milii;t (i"oian canal). 19 :1t'fr;il-Jin'(i;;i;n-c"'ai) -2J'"lF:L27i cfs.Total - L' I= vr D'

The Moffat flow was supposed to be coming. fron,the
Uintah Riverr*"fifto"gh I hav-e no accurate check of the
amount actuarl|^;;;;i;.4 ito^ that source' About 5 e€G' ft'
of the Henry iit-f1ow was delivered' thru tbe Bench Cp-nal

and, 1 sec. ft. v.f3s estlmated as reiurn f10w. Deducting the

2t sec. ft. of water in the Moffa.t CanaL, p}P" tl.: 9."t"' ft'
intheHenryJim,whtchcaaefromsoulcesotherthanthe
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Tirhlterocks River, from the total in al s there is a
;;;;;;"y-"t gq* sec. ft. of the riihiter ow, or a river
loss of 2:'., cis.

The river discharges besi-d.es bein y inadequate
to eei.r" the o""u." undEr canals, bave ted greatly'

intah w ured bY Mr.
ivfce) cf ."r, MaY a6tn
e 27th, 244 cf s.,
. 'il'e h IY rePort on
12 mlle triP to nalce to get

thelflhlterocksf}owscdonotgg'itveryoften.How€ver
"ii u"v 2Lst, ih" discharge was-/6. "It:r acco-rding to Mr'
I[ilsont s measurement. .May Zlin'-at 5:OO p' M' it"was 14J

cf s., and. o" in"--igin ("ilo at 6:OoP' M') 1?0.-cf P' ..
Thls has mad.e it very difflcult to dlstribute the

strea,m flow and keep water at the lowest dlversi'ons with-
out i,Lasting water. However we have succeeded 1n avoiding
waste below the dlversions, v,;ith the-result thet the low-
est ca.na.ls have ta.ken trre i;re:te!! f]-uctuation and much of
the time have'n.""-U"Iow diiiy. The Henry Jim has suffered

Creek suff :reci a washout
he can:rl until 2'.3O P'M'
put into it and the morning
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0n the 28th. I had measurements made to determlne tbe
loeees due to the neceeslty of uslng tFe rlver channel to
Eei-water down to the lowei canals witn the pa-rticular end

?;-"i;--of ""eing 
the junior users to assist t!9 government

ln rnaking "orE 
lilexpenilve improvements to avotd the losses

due to the ""fo"""4'-n"" 
of th-e rlver cha'nnels under such

a:rt of which have now been made.

d. At thls tine there was
a1 and a,3 the clock record
with the bedgatee, theY

was lncreased 6 cfs' 0n the
t'ttla a n i alri nf th e

Td. it was cut ba.ck to cu-Llnary water. The nigh! of the
th. the locks""Ii"--""i ""0 

ti5 ie"' fl: ol^i?1:l,tg:"9^:it"
;;; "r""fl- lfe*i-to""i"g the rvatermaster reported the con-
rlition as soon as he d.iscovered. it, and since tirat time vre

ith the offlcers of the

e vil]laee.
our lettEr and' inclosure a'd
ks Irrigation ComP?nYt-
HenderEon, U'S'I'S' Engineer'

here at MYton.
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Your I an v;ry trury yours,

a


